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Jack Florentin

The importance of staying humble and human, no matter what

This memoir is about contradictory experiential states
such as set apart, set free, collapse and resilience,
success and failure.

Jack Florentin is son of a Holocaust survivor and, until
recently, a prosperous Salonica businessman in the
city of Thessaloniki. He is now facing the complete col-
lapse of his family business due to the Greek economic
crisis. However, his story is not that of a Steven Jobs or
a Richard Branson. Rather, in the face of inevitable
failure, Jack shows how a person can overcome trauma
and despair. Also, he shows how the even more powerful
invasion of the “elephants” - the fast-fashion multina-
tionals that are taking over apparel markets throughout
the world, can be overcome.

Through the help of the“angels”in his life —his therapist,
friends and family— Jack affirms the humanistic values
essential to all three cultures he identifies with (Sephardic,
Greek and American). His story provides a rare glimpse
into one man’s struggle to stay afloat, not only in a tu-
multuous business environment where ethical decisions
are frequently “grey vs. grey’; but in life in general. His
experiences offer insight into the lives of Thessaloniki
Jews who survived Auschwitz, and even more so the
lives of their children. And his efforts to help his oldest
daughter deal with a life-threatening disease, also add
an important dimension to the revelations of Jack’s
story. Hopefully, it will encourage readers to delve into
their own lives.

Jack Florentin is the founder, president and CEO of Sarah
Lawrence S.A., which began in 1982 as a licensor of Gloria Van-
derbilt Jeans and Tommy Hilfiger in Greece and Cyprus, and to-
day distributes Sarah Lawrence Jeans and the Danish brand
Fransa. A graduate of Anatolia College in Thessaloniki (1996)
and Columbia University (BS, MS, and MBA), he serves as a
trustee of Anatolia College and on the board of the Fulbright
Foundation. He teaches seminars on Business Strategy, and runs
a private consulting firm advising clients in investment and en-
trepreneurial strategies. Jack resides in Thessaloniki, Greece.
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