10 NapoV KEPAAaIo eMISILOKETAl N SIEPEUVNON TWV I0TOPIKWV

OUVONKWV Kal TOU KOIVWVIKO-0IKOVOUIKOU MAQIGiou evids Tou

ornoiou 8nuioupyABNKe HECW TNS EUNopias Tou kanvou pia 181-
aitepn aiobNTIKA 0TO ATk ToMio TNs Becoalovikns Tou 2000 aiwva,
Mou EKPPACTNKE HECA and TNV ApXITEKTOVIKA TWV KTIpiwV Twv Kanva-
noBnkwv. To evdiapépov eotiddetal otov KAAS0 TNS EUNOPIKAS EMe-
Eepyaoias Twv PUANWYV Kanvou oTov eNNASIKO XWPO YEVIKOTEPQA Kal
€161KOTEPA 0TN Becaalovikn, €neita and pia ouvtoun avagopd otn
XPOVIKN NEPIOS0 Kal OTIS CUVONKES ekPlopnxdvions tns NOAns. Qotdéco
€loaywyIkd yivetal avagopd oTov Kanvo ws YEWPYIKO MPoidv, e 1o
onoio cuvdéetal Aueaa N Kanvikh pactnpIdTNTa, OTN oNUAcia Kal
0tn 8148001 TOU 0ToV EANASIKS XWPO.

Kanvés - Znpacia kai §1idéoon tou otnv EAAGSa

O kanvés anotehei tn Bacikn NPwWTN UAN TNS UETANOINTIKAS Blodnxavias
kanvou Kal eutd PeyioTns OIKOVOUIKAS Kal KOIVWVIKAS onpacias yia
v EANGSa pe 1otopia naiaidtepn and auth Tou eENNVIKOU Kpdtous'.

O kanvos KANIEPYEITal o€ OAES OXESOV TIS XWPES TOU kKOOHOU. QoTdC0
Ol KAIJATOAOYIKES OUVONKES Kal To €6a(os ota napdiia tns M. Aacias,
s Maupns ©dracaoas, otnv Avatohikh Makedovia kal ©pdkn, ota vn-
01¢ Tou Alyaiou Kal o€ MOAES NEPIOXES Twv Notiwv Bakkaviwy eu-
vénoav TNV KanvokaAAI€pyela, SnuioUpynoay HIKPOQUANES YEUOTIKES
KAl APWHATIKES MOIKIAES Kanvou, Ta Nepipnua avatohikd kanvd?, ta
onoia AOyw NS EQIPETIKNS TOUS MOIGTNTAS EUEANE VA HOVOMWANGOUV
TIS NPOTIUNCEIS TWV KANVIoTWV avd Tov KOOUOo Kal va avadei§ouv tous
EAANvES kanvepnodpous o€ 8eivous eNIXEIPNUATIES avd TV UPNAIO.

Ta Npw1ta oToIXeia eI0aywyns Tou kanvou otnv EANada avthouvtal and
10 1TagI81wTIKG oUyypaupa tou Pougueville «Mepinynoeis otnvy EANGSa,
nou ek&66nke 1o 1820, énou ws sloaywyeis pépovtal 5Uo AN,
nou petagl tou 1573 kal 1589 kaligpyoluoav kanvé ota nepixwpa
s ©eooalovikns. Apyotepa katd tn SIdpKela Tou 170u aiwva ol ava-
(POPES YIA KANMVOKAAIEPYEIES CUVEXWS NANBAivouV. TNV «EANNVIKN
Eunopikn Eykukhonaideiay, nou ek666nke 1o 1815 otn Bevetia, ava-
PEPETAl PETAEU AMwV &t otn Makedovia, enapxia téte hs OBwPavIKNS
AUTOKPATOPIAS, Ol KAMVOKAMIEPYEIES KATAAGUBRAVAV UEYANES eKTAOEIS®.

Katd i oUotaon tou EAnvikoU Baoiheiou, otis apx€s tou 190ou alwva,
0 Kanvés KAAMIEPYOUVTAV KUPIwS OTIS NEPIPEPEIES TOU APYouUs, TNS
Kahaudtas, tns AiBadeids kai tou Aypiviou. Me Tis 81a80xIKES Mpo-
oapthoels, tns ©ecoaiias 1o 1881, tns Makedovias petd tous Baa-

socio-economic background in which a unique aes-

thetic into the urban fabric of Thessaloniki of the
20th century was introduced by tobacco business and
was expressed through the architecture of the tobacco
warehouses. The focus in this chapter is on the com-
mercial processing of tobacco leaves in Greece in gen-
eral and in Thessaloniki in particular, after a brief refer-
ence to the time period and the conditions in which in-
dustrialisation of the city took place. Firstly though, an
introductory reference is made to tobacco as an agri-
cultural product to which tobacco activity is directly
linked, its importance and spreading across Greece.

This chapter aims to investigate the historical and

Importance and spreading of tobacco cultiva-
tion across Greece

Tobacco is the main raw material of the tobacco pro-
cessing industry and a plant of great economic and so-
cial importance for Greece, with a history older than
that of the Greek state'.

Tobacco is cultivated in almost all countries of the world.
However climatic and soil conditions on the coast of
Asia Minor, the Black Sea, East Macedonia and Thrace,
the Aegean islands and in many parts of the Southern
Balkans favoured tobacco cultivation, creating small-
leafed, flavoursome and aromatic varieties of tobacco,
the famous oriental tobacco types?, which monopolise
the preferences of smokers around the world and high-
light the Greek tobacco merchants as keen entrepre-
neurs on the world stage.

The first data concerning tobacco importation in Greece
are drawn from the travel book of Pouqueville «Tours in
Greecey, published in 1820, according to which two
French importers, between 1573 and 1589, cultivated
tobacco in the suburbs of Thessaloniki. Later, during the
17th century, the references to tobacco cultivation con-
stantly increase. In the «Greek Commercial Encyclopedia»,
published in 1815 in Venice, reference is made to the
fact that tobacco cultivation used to occupy large areas
in Macedonia, then a province of the Ottoman Empire3.

In the early 19th century, when the Greek Kingdom was
established, tobacco was mainly cultivated in Argos,
Kalamata, Livadia and Agrinio regions. The successive
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Al1 To @utd / The plant

annexations of Thessaly in 1881, of Macedonia after
the Balkan Wars and of Thrace after the First World War#,
traditionally tobacco cultivation areas, turned Greece
into one of the major tobacco producing countries of
the world with the tobacco trade sector constituting a
regulative factor of the country’s economy®.

After the establishment of the Greek state, tobacco pro-
duction, trade and processing were based on different
policies applied by different Greek governments which,
recognising the special role of tobacco in financial affairs
of the state, tried, through various means, to help its
spread and exportation®. It is noteworthy that during
the 1930’s more than 50% of the country’s foreign
trade came from tobacco exportations’.

During the 1950's, the National Tobacco Organisation
was founded. Its role was to supervise the cultivation,
primary processing and exportation of Greek tobacco
and to advise each Greek government on any tobacco
issue. Through the National Tobacco Organisation, the
various sectors involved in the tobacco business (cul-
tivators, traders and workers) promoted their interests
and their recommendations on policy matters concern-
ing tobacco, which had emerged as a «national prod-
uct»@.

After the accession of Greece to the European Economic
Community (EEC) in 1981 this task was undertaken by
the EEC institutions and specifically the Tobacco Section
of the European Commission’s Directorate General for
Agriculture. Greek tobacco production, after a mostly
successful negotiation, directly joined the Common Mar-
ket Organisation (CMO) of Tobacco which had existed
since 1970. The CMO's generous, in comparison to the
present, policies of premiums, export refunds and com-
munity intervention gave a great boost to production
and tobacco exports. It is worth mentioning that while
the average exports during the 1970's were 60,000
tons, during the 1980'’s the quantity reached 95,000
tons. After the 1992 reform of the CMO of Tobacco and
the introduction of thresholds (national quotas), pro-
duction stabilised at 120,000 tons and exports respect-
ively at 110,000 tons annually®.

On the contrary, the radical reform of the common agri-
cultural policy of the European Union in 2003-2004,

Al2 ®UMa kanvou / Tobacco leaves

Al3 Kanvonapaywyikés nepioxés s EANGSas
Tobacco production regions of Greece

KavikoUs MoA€pous Kal tns ©pdkns Yetd tov A" Maykdopio MoAepo?,
neploxés pe Nnapddoon otnv KaAIEpyela kanvou, n EANGSa katéotn
pia and s onNPAvIIKOTEPES KAMVOMAPAYWYIKES XWPES TOU KOGUOU,
JE TNV gUnopia tou kanvou va anoteAel MAEoV pubuIoTIKO napdyovia
NS 0IKOVOWIas NS XwWpas®.

Andé ™ olotaon tou eNANVIKOU KpdTous N napaywyn, n eunopia kai
n ene€epyaacia Tou kanvou otnpidovtav e 8IAQOoPES MONITIKES and TIS
€KAOTOTE EMNNVIKES KUBEPVATEIS, Ol OMoIEs, avayvwpiZovtas tov 181-
aitepo PONO TOU OTA OIKOVOUIKA SPWUEVA TOU KPdTous, npoanadoloav
ye 81apopa péoa kal pdrnous va BonBnoouv otnv eEANAwaoN Kal tnv
e€aywyn tou®. Eival xapaktnpiotiké 6ti tn Sekaetia tou 1930 nepio-
o06tepo and 10 50% Ttou eEWTEPIKOU CUVAANAYHATOS TNS XWEAS MPOo-
epxétav and us e€aywyEs tou kanvou’.

Katd tn sekaetia tou 1950 16pUbnke 0 EBVIKOS Opyaviouds Kanvou
(EOK), 0 onoios €xovtas tn YEVIKA €MNOMTEIa TNS KAANIEPYEIAS, TNS
NPWTINS PETanoinons kai tns e€aywyns Twv EAMNVIKWY Kanvwy, ano-
1ENOUOE TO GUPBOUAO TNS EKACTOTE EANNVIKNS KUBEPVNONS YIA OMoIo-
8hnote kanviké B€ua, kal JEow autoU ol EUNAEKOUEVOI KAASOI Tou
Top€a (KANIEPYNTES, ETAMOINTES, Kanvepydtes) npowbouoav ta ai-
TAPATA Kal TIS NPOTACEIS ToUs 0€ B€uata NOAITIKAS Kanvou, Nnou ixe
nAéov avadeixOei ws «eBVIKO NPoTOV»E.

Anod v éviaén tns EANASas otnv Eupwnaikh Oikovouikn Kolvétnta
10 1981 10 pdAo autdv avéraBav ta dpyavd TS Kal CUYKEKPIUEVA TO
Tunua Kanvou tns Mevikns AleUBuvons lewpyias s Eupwnaikns Eni-
Tponns. H ENNVIKA kanvonapaywyn, Uotepa and pia ws eni 1o NAgiotov
€NITUXN 8lanpaypudteuon, eviaxbnke Aueoa otny NN uPiotduevn and
10 1970 Koivh Opydvwon Ayopds (KOA) Kanvou, Tns onoias ol yev-
VaId8WPES, 0€ OXEON HE TO NAPOV, MONTIKES TWV MPIJOSOTNCEWY, TWV
€EAYWYIKWV EMIOTPOPWYV KAl TNS KOIVOTIKNS NapéuBaons €6waoav pe-
yA&ANn BNnon otnv Napaywyn Kai otis eEaywyEs Tou kanvou. Xapaktn-
PICTIKA avaPEPOUPE OTI VW 0 HECOS OPOS TWV EEAYWYWY TN SEKAETIA
1970-1979 ftav 60.000 tévol, Tn Sekaetia 1980-1989 avhnbe oe
95.000 16vous. Metd tn petappubuion tns KOA Kanvou to 1992 kai
TNV €10aYWYN TWV KATWPAwV €yyunons (€BVIKWY NOCOCTWOEWY) N
napaywyn otadeponoinbnke otous 120.000 tévous kai avtiotoixa
ol e€aywyés otous 110.000 tévous €Naiws®.

Avtifeta n p1Idoonactikh PETapPUBUIoN TNS KOIVAS AyPOTIKAS MOAITIKAS
s Eupwnaikns Evwons 1o 2003-2004, e tnv katdpynon tns no-
ATKAS TV AUECWY ENISOTACEWY OTNV NAPAywyn Kal TNV papPoyn
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1929 MaykdopIa oIKoVOUIKN UPeon
1929 The Great Depression

1922 Mikpaoiatikn KataotpoPn

1922 Asia Minor disaster

1920 Mpoodptnon tns Edvens
1920 Annexation of Xanthi

1912 Mpoodptnon tns Makedovias kal TUNUAtos s ©pdkns.
1912 Annexation of Macedonia and parts of Thrace

1881 Mpoodptnon tns ©ecoahias
1881 Annexation of Thessaly

Al4 Mapaywyn kanvoU otnv EANGSa 1828-2013
Tobacco production in Greece 1828-2013
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Al5 Mooootd eni tns naykdopias napaywyns 1957
Share of global tobacco production 1957

TOU PETPOU TNS anocoUvseons and TNy EAANVIKA KUBEpvNon Aueca and
10 2005, enNépepe Kaiplo MAAyUa otnv kanvonapaywyn, n nocémta
s onoias katéppeuoe katd 80% peta&u tou 2005 Kkal tou 2006
neplopiZduevn otous 18.000 tévous, yia va augneei ta endueva xpd-
via otous 30.000 tévous, nepinou, érou Bpioketal onpepa'®.

To eAANVIKO Kanveunopio

To kanveundpio eival o 4pos Nnou XpNaiuonoInBnke eupUTtEPA OTO Na-
PENOOV YIA VA XAPAKTNPITE! EKEIVN TN §pACTNPIGTNTA NMOU GNUEPA OVO-
uAdoupe «NPWIN Petanoinany tou kanvou. AnoteAei o §eUTePO v
o€lpd otddIo PETd TNV Napaywyn Tou kanvou otn 81adikacia PJeETatpo-
nAs Tou o€ Tolydpo N AANO Napdywyo npoiodv.

>UuQwva Pe enionuous kavoviopous tns KOA Kanvou ws «npwtn
getanoinony kanvou opidetal n Jetanoinon akatépyaoctou kanvou,
nou napadidetal and €vav napaywyod, o€ Eva otabepd npoidv, ano-
BepATonoINCIPO KAl CUCKEUAOUEVO O€ §€Uata opoloyevoUus noldtnias,
N oroia avtioToIXEl OTIS ANAITNOEIS TWV TEAIKWV XPNOTWV.

O petanoinths Kanvou h «kanvéunopos»'' ayopddel tov kanvo and
TOV Napaywyod, ToV YETAPEPEI OTIS KanvanoBnkes, énou yivetal n
eUnopikn ene€epyaaia tou'? (SnAadn otéyvwpa, kabdpioua and xa-
Aaopéva QUG Kal EEVES UAES, OUCKEUAOia katd noldtNTes O€ Ouol-
Ouop®a xapudvia, EAeyxos UPwaons Kal EApavons K.AM.) Kal n 81atnh-
PNGONA TOU PEXPI TNV MNWANGN TOU OTO €EWTEPIKS. APXIKE EQAPUOOTNKE
N KAQOIKN HEB0S0S eunoplkns enegepyaaias (Unacpds, Unaci unayai,
KEQAAOSEPEVQ), eV TO 1925 enikpdtnoe N xphon pias NoAU anins
pEBGSOU, NS TOYKaAsS, mou and 1o 1935 dpxice va yiveral n kupiapxn
HEB0SOsS '3,

Anb 0IKOVOUIKAS MAEUPAS 0 PONOS TWV KAMVEUMOPIKWV EMIXEIPACEWY
UMNOpPE( va GUYKPIOET E TO PONO TWV EVEIAUECWYV N TWV LETANWANTWY.
H Unap€n tous kpivetal anapaitnn, agoU anoteAoUV T0 CUVSETIKO
KpiKo YETAEU kKanvonapaywyou Kal naykdopias kanvoplounxavias
oTnV aAUCiS8a p€ow NS onoias 1o aypotikd NPoidV PETaTpénetal o
TENIKO MPOidv kKatavarwons'.

H eunopikh evaoxdAnon Je Tov kanvd eixe anaoXxoAnoel tous EAANves
s KwvotavtivounoAns nén and 1o 170 aiwva, KaBws €reyxav 10
oUvoAO TNS VAUTIAIAKNS Kivnons ths OBwpavikns Autokpatopias. Mé-
VO Opws étav eni ZoUAETUdv B” 10 1687 ek60Onke Sidtayua nou ené-
TPEWPE TNV eAeUBEPN XpNoN TOU Kanvou, ePgavidetal kal npowoeital
OUOTNUATIKG TO €NAYYEAUQ TOU «TOUTOUVTIZN» (M «kamvA@y»), oTo onoio

with the abolition of the policy of direct production sub-
sidies by the introduction of the «decoupling» of subsidies
from production, and the immediate application of this
measure by the Greek government as from 2005, caused
a severe blow to tobacco production, the quantity of which
fell by 80% between 2005 and 2006 and was limited
to 18,000 tons, gradually increasing in the following years
to 30,000 tons, at which it currently stands'.

Greek tobacco trade

Tobacco trade was a term widely used in the past to de-
scribe the activity known as the «primary processing»
of tobacco. It is the second stage after the production
of tobacco in the process of its transformation into a
cigarette or other related products.

According to official requlations of the CMO of Tobacco
«primary processing of tobacco» means the processing
of raw tobacco, which is delivered by a producer, to a
stable, storable product, packed in bales of uniform qual-
ity that correspond to the requirements of the users.

The tobacco processor or «tobacco merchant»'' buys
tobacco from the producer, transfers it to the tobacco
warehouses where the commercial processing takes
place'? (drying, cleaning from damaged leaves and for-
eign materials, packaging according to quality grades
in uniform blends, fermentation and curing control, etc)
and where it is stored until its shipment. Initially the clas-
sical method of commercial processing (basmas, bashi
bagli, tobacco bundle form) was applied, while in 1925
a very simple method, packing in tonga bales, prevailed
and after 1935 became the dominant method 3.

In economic terms, the role of the tobacco trade enter-
prises can be compared to the role of intermediaries or
resellers. Their existence is necessary since they are the
link between the tobacco producer and the world tobacco
industry in the chain through which the agricultural prod-
uct is converted into a final consumption product'.

Dealing commercially with tobacco had drawn the inter-
est of the Greeks of Constantinople from the 17th cen-
tury, as they controlled the whole of the Ottoman Empire
maritime traffic. But only after a 1687 decree that al-
lowed the free use of tobacco was implemented during
the period of Suleiman the 2nd, the profession of to-
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Al6-7-8 Kanvanodnkes otnv KaBdaa / Tobacco warehouses in Kavala

bacco merchant made its appearance and became pop-
ular mostly among Greeks. These professional experts
took care of the introduction and the further increase
of tobacco cultivation in the various regions of the em-
pire and quickly acquired clout, creating a new social
class and a new professional category, the quild of to-
bacco merchants («tutuntzi isnaf»)'>.

Although specific historical and local factors led to the
slow industrialisation of Greece'¢, from the beginning
Greek tobacco merchants showed remarkable activity
in the area of tobacco trading and tobacco exports. Most
of them were experts in tobacco and created their own
storage centres and tobacco sales offices in different
cities of Northern Europe. Their professionalism and zeal
won the trust of their customers and as a result for many
years Greece was the second most important tobacco
exporting country after the USA'".

In «Old» (Southern) Greece, data on official tobacco
trading and processing exists as from 1858 onwards,
although already from 1850 a significant number of
Greek tobacco merchants were known in the regions of
Kavala and Xanthi. The first systematic tobacco storage
took place in 1870 by a Greek tobacco merchant, fol-
lowing the creation of a cigarette factory in Dresden in
1864.

The development and evolution of the spatial distribu-
tion of the tobacco trade in Greece'® presents a contin-
ually increasing concentration from 1880, when Greece
started enjoying some degree of economic develop-
ment, until 2000. Observing this evolution one can
reach useful conclusions regarding the process.

During the period between 1880 and 1922, with a
pause due to the Balkan and First World Wars between
1912 and 1922, the Greek tobacco trade was charac-
terised by numerous small, independent enterprises.
Until 1913 the tobacco merchant companies were
housed in tobacco warehouse buildings that were spread
across 23 main centres with the most important of them
in Ermoupolis, Piraeus, Volos, Lamia, Agrinio and Za-
kynthos. Their siting was determined by the location of
the public tobacco factories of the period between 1883
and 1892. These factories were established in the capi-
tals of the prefectures and all tobacco companies were

emdidovtal kupiws EAnves. O1 161koi autoi enayyeiuaties gpdvuiav
yla tnv €l0aywyn, aAAG Kai tnv napanépa avuénon tns KAAIEPYEIQS
TOU Kanvou oTIs 81APOoPES NEPIPEPEIES TNS AUTOKPATOPIAs, Kal ané-
Ktnoav ypnyopa sUvaun SnPIoupywvIas hia veéa Kolvwvikn Téén Kal
Jia véa enayyeAUaTikh Katnyopia PETAEU TwVY GUVIEXVIWV TNS EMOXAS,
YVWOTA WS «T0 lova Twv ToutouvtZAdwv»'°.

MapONO NMOU CUYKEKPIUEVES I0TOPIKES AANA KAl TOMIKES GUVONKES 08N~
ynoav otnv ekBlounxdvion tnhs EANASas pe apyous pubuous avantu-
€ns'®, oI'EAANvES kanvéumnopol doknoav and tv dpxn pia aloonyei-
WIN 6pactnPIdTNTAa OTO XWPEO TNS EPMNOPIAs Kal Twv EEAYWYWV Ka-
nvwv. O1 NeEpIooOTEPOI NTav €181K0I 0Ta kanvd kal énuioUupynoav 8ika
TOUS anoBNKeUTIKA KEVTPA Kal Ypapeia NwANCewV Kanvou o€ QUANA
o€ S1dpopes ndAels ins Bépeias Eupwnns. O enayyeAUATiopds Kal o
ZNNOS TOUS KEPSIOE TNV EUNMICTOOUVN TWV NMEAATWV TOUS, UE AMOTENE-
opa n EANASa yia moANd xpdvia va anoteAel tn 8eUTepn €EQYWYIKN
XWPA Kanvov petd us HMA',

Ytnv Mahaid ENNGSa, otoixeia yia enionun epgnopia kal ene€epyacia
TOU Kanvou éxoupe and to 1858 kal petd, eved hdn and to 1850 nrtav
YVWOoTos onuavtikés apidués EANAVWY Kanveunopwy otnv NePIoxXn
s KaBdaias kai tns £avens. H npwtn cuotnuatikn anobnkeuon Ka-
nvav yivetal o 1870 and EANnva kanveéunopo, PETd T Snuioupyia
€VOS €pYO0TACIOU NAPAywyns olyapétwy otn Apéadn 1o 1864.

H avdntugn kai n €EEANIEN TNS XWPIKAS KATAVOUNS TOU KANVeUnopiou
OTOV EMASIKO XWPO '8 NapousIdAZel Yia oUVEXWS AuEavOueEVN CUYKE-
vipwon and to 1880, étav n EANGSa anoktd kdnolia olkovoulkh avd-
ntuen, uéxpl kai 1o 2000. E€etalovtas v eEENIEN QUTN UNopEi Kavels
va QTdoel o€ XpNoIUa cunnePdopata yia v nopeia tou.

Tn xpovikn nepiodo peta&u 1880 kal 1922, ye pia navon Adyw Twv
YVWOTWV MONTIKWY YEYOVOTWY PETAEU 1912 kal 1922, 10 ENANVIKO
KaNvePNOPI0 XapaktnpIotav and NOAES PIKPES, AveEAPTNTES EMNIXEI-
phoels. Méxpl To 1913 o1 KanveumnopIkES eNIXEIPNOEIS oteyaloviav
O€ KTipIa KanvanoOnKwyV Mou NTav katavepnuéva oe 23 Bacikd KEvipa
JE Mo onuavtika ané autd tnv Eppounoln, tov lMeipaid, to BoAo, tn
Aayia, to Aypivio kal tn Zdkuveo. H xwpoB£tnan tous kabopiotnke
ané ta snudoia Kanvepyootdoia tns nepiddou 1883-1892, ta onoia
unNPEXav ots NPWTEUOUCES TWV VOUWVY OMou NTAV UNOXPEWHEVES Va
AeitoupyoUv OAES oI kanvoBiounxavies. Xta nponyoUUeva KEVTIPQ,
HeTd tnv npoadptnon tns Makedovias kal tns ©pdkns, NPooTEBNKAV
n Apdua, n Faven, o1 Z€ppes kal n ©eaoalovikn.



A[9-10-11 Kanvanobnkes otn Apdpa kai otnv ¥aven / Tobacco warehouses in Drama and Xanthi

Y€ QUTA TN XPOVIKN NEPIOS0 Ol KANVEUMOPIKES ENIXEIPNOEIS EEAPTNOAV
N XWPOoBETNON Tous and v Unapén €1SIKEUPEVOU epyatikoU Suva-
HikoU. AUTO €iXe WS ANOTEAECUA TNV MPOTIUNGN TWV Kanvonapayw-
YIKQV NEPIOXWV €VIOS TV 0Moiwv xpnaigonoloUoav ws €pyatikd
npoowniké autoUs NMou anacxohoUvtav HE TNV aypotikn enegepyaaia
ToU Kanvou. To yeyovés €nions 0Tl 0l ETAPOPES Kal 01 EEAYWYES TwV
NPOoTGVIWY Tous Yivoviav Kupiws p€ow BANaooas oe ouvsuacouod e
10 Kakd 081k6 Siktuo tns EANGSas o8nynoe otnv npotiunon eykatd-
0TAoNS TWV KAMNVEUMOPIKWY EMNIXEIPNCEWY KOVIA o€ Aiudvia. Etol, npo-
TUNBNKav kal avantuxenkav 181aitepa ol NOAels Tou BéAou, Tou Nau-
nAiou, TNs ZTUAiBas, Tou Meoohoyyiou, Tou Meipaid kai tns Kapaaas.

H endpevn xpovikn nepiodos Sinpknoe and 1o 1922 €ws 1o 1940.
Tn 6ekaetia tou 1920 onuelBNKe KOPUPWON TOU KANVEUMOPIoU AOYw
NS EVOWPATWONS TwV NPOoPUYWYV OTO €pYATIKG SuVaUIKO, TNS avE-
YEPONS I8I0KTNTWV KANvanobnKwy Kal TNs ykatdotaons EEVwvV eUno-
PIKWV OiKWV KAl EUPWNAIKWY PovonwAiwv. AvtiBeta UcKoAN nepio-
80S Y14 TO KANVEUNOPIO Kal TNV EMNIXEIPNUATIKOTNTA YEVIKOTEPA UNNPEE
T0 81AoTNUa YETaEU Tns Sekastias tou 1930 Kkal Tou SUTepPoU Nayko-
ouIouU NoAépoU. Melwpéves e€aywyEs Kanvou eixav ws cUVENEIA TN
{npiwon €ws Kal TNV MTWXEUON PIKPWV EMIXEIPACEWY, TNV Nalon NAN-
PWHWV, UE QVTIOTOIXA TPAYIKES CUVENEIES OTNV KAMVEQYATIKA TAEN'°.

Katd tn 8idpkeia auths tns XxpoviKAs nepiddou (1922-1940) augn-
BnKe oNUAVTIKA N XWPIKA CUYKEVIPWON TwV Kanvanonkwy. Ta on-
pavtikOTEPa KANVEPNOPIKA KEVIPA Bpiokoviav otnv nepioxn tns Ma-
kedovias, Tns ©pdkns kal tns ©ecoaAias, kal ntav n KaBdaia, n ©€c-
oalovikn, o BoAos, n £aven, n Apdua kai ol Zéppes. I18iaitepns on-
pacias Atav otnv Kevipikh EANGSa o Meipaids kal to Aypivio. Ta kpi-
TNPIa XwPoBETNONS NTav dpoIa PE autd TS MPONYOUHEVNS XPOVIKNS
nepI6&0oU Kal apopoUoav KUPIwWS T YEITviaon Je MNEPIOXES Napaywyns
kanvou, 18iaitepa dnou KaAiepyoUvTav kanvds nou npoopiZétav yia
e€aywyn 6nws otnv A. Makedovia-Bpdkn kai tnv K.-A. Makedovia,
Kal tnv enagn pe Aigdvia 6nws n KaBdia, n ©scoarovikn kal o Boaos.
Y€ autd Nnpootédnke apydtepa n UNAPEN KATAAANAQ €ISIKEUUEVOU €p-
yatikoU suvapikou.

YTnv apxn NS TEAEUTAias XxpovIkNs Nepid80ou TOU Kanveunopiou
(1940-2000) unnpé&e n peydAn kpion Twv yeyovotwy tou 1940, nou
SINPKNOE €ws TIS Apx€s Tns Sekaetias tou 1950 pe anotéleoua 1o
KAEIOIUO Kal TN ¢nuiwon MOAMWV enixelpnoewy. H eunopia kal ene-
€epyaoia tou kanvou avékapye petd tn dekaetia tou 1950 pe tnv
e€aywyn Kanvwv va unepPaivel 1o eNineSo TNs MPOMOAEUIKAS MeVTa-

obliged to operate in them. Added to the previous cen-
tres, after the annexation of Macedonia and Thrace, were
Drama, Xanthi, Serres and Thessaloniki.

During that time period the tobacco merchant enter-
prises were sited in towns in which skilled workforce
was available. As a result they were located in the to-
bacco producing regions and most workers were farmers
or field workers familiar with the agricultural processing
of tobacco. Also, the fact that the product was mainly
exported, in combination with the bad state of the roads
of Greece, led to the installation of tobacco trade enter-
prises near ports. So in particular the towns of Nafplio,
Stylida, Mesologi, Piraeus and Kavala were preferred
and developed accordingly.

The next time period lasted from 1922 to 1940. During
the 1920's there was a peak in tobacco trade due to
the integration of refugees into the workforce, the erec-
tion of privately-owned tobacco warehouses and the
establishment of foreign trading houses and European
monopolies. A rather difficult period for tobacco trade
and entrepreneurship in general was the period between
the 1930's and the Second World War. Reduced tobacco
exports harmed and even caused the bankruptcy of
small enterprises and the cessation of payments had
correspondingly tragic consequences for the tobacco
working class'®.

During that time period (1922-1940) the spatial con-
centration of tobacco warehouses significantly in-
creased. The major tobacco trade centres were Kavala,
Thessaloniki, Volos, Xanthi, Drama and Serres, located
in the regions of Macedonia, Thrace and Thessaly. In
central Greece, Piraeus and Agrinio were of particular
importance. The siting criteria were similar to those
of the previous time period and the tobacco warehouses
were mostly in the vicinity of tobacco producing regions,
particularly where cultivated tobacco was destined for
export, such as in East Macedonia-Thrace and Central-
West Macedonia, and in contact with ports such as
Kavala, Thessaloniki and Volos. In addition to the above
was the availability of a suitably qualified workforce.

At the beginning of the last period of tobacco trade
(1940-2000), the German occupation of the country
and the ensuing civil war resulted in the closure of and
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harm to many enterprises. Tobacco trading and process-
ing recovered after the 1950's with tobacco exportations
exceeding the pre-war level period from 1935 to 1939.
Up until the 1960's, small tobacco trade enterprises
were profitable. Thereafter, their number gradually de-
creased while from the 1980’s multinational tobacco
trade enterprises entered the Greek market.

In this last time period there was a peak in the
spatial concentration of the tobacco trade, especially
in the northern part of the country, in which more than
75% of the total amount of the processed tobacco
was concentrated, as well as more than 80% of
realised tobacco worker income and the great majority
of tobacco plants. Eight of the main centres, namely
Thessaloniki, Kavala, Volos, Xanthi, Drama, Serres, Pi-
raeus and Agrinio covered around 95% of the tobacco
worker wages and the quantity of the processed to-
bacco?°.

After tobacco production stabilised at 120,000 tons
during the 1990's, the exploitation of the storage and
tobacco processing capacity, most of which was located
in Thessaloniki, was at a high level. From the mid 1990's
the construction of new modern tobacco warehouse
buildings and factories began in areas outside the urban
centres. These warehouses had a completely different
philosophy from the previous ones and, with the incor-
poration of new technologies in their production cycle,
a significant reduction in processing and storage costs
of their products was realised. The increase of the pro-
duction of foreign types of tobacco, mainly Virginia to-
bacco, gave further impetus in this direction. Most mod-
ern processing factories were built in the prefectures
of Kilkis (Polikastro, Axioupoli, Agios Athanasios and
New Santa), Kavala (Amygdaleonas) as well as in the
prefecture of Xanthi. The incentives awarded through
various laws for investments in border regions played
a key role in these choices.

It was therefore inevitable that when the new CAP was
adopted and subsidies were abolished in 2005, pro-
duction collapsed and the tobacco storage and pro-
cessing capacity of most of the tobacco warehouses
in Thessaloniki and in other urban centres became
highly redundant, leading to the discontinuation of

etias 1935-1939. Méxpl kal tn Sekacetia tou 1960 ol HIKPES Kanve-
HMNOPIKES EMIXEIPNOEIS ATV NPOC0SoPOPES. AN ekel Kal UET 0 aplO-
pbs Tous otadlakd PEIDONKE, v NapdAnAa and tn SekAgTia tou
1980 e10nABav otnv eENANVIKN ayopd Kal MOAUEBVIKES KANVEUMOPIKES
€ralpeies.

Tnv teheutaia nepiodo UNNPEE KOPUPWON TNS XWPIKNS CUYKEVIPWONS
TOU Kanvepnopiou 181aitepa oto BOpEIO TUNPA TNS XWpPas. Ekel ntav
OUYKEVIPWHEVO NePIoadTePo and 1o 75% tns GUVOAIKAS MocoTNTAS
TOU Katepyalduevou kanvou, navw and to 80% twv npayuatonol-
NOEVIWY KANVEPYATIKWY NUEPOUITHIWV Kal N JeYAAN NAgIoPNpia Twv
KEVIPWV Kanvepyaoias. Oktw and ta kUpia kEvipa, SnAadh n Becoa-
Aovikn, n KaBdha, o Boros, n £dven, n Apdua, ol Zéppes, o Meipaids
kal to Aypivio, kdhuntav yUpw oto 95% TwV KAnvepyatikwy NUEPO-
HIOBIWV Kal TNs NoodTNTAs Tou eneEepyaldUevou kanvou?°.

Me1d tn otaBeponoinon tns Napaywyns kanvou otous 120.000 t6-
VOUS TN 8eKaETia tou 1990 n eKPETANAEUON TNS ANOBNKEUTIKAS SU-
vauIkétNTas kabws Kal tns SuvapikdINTas ene€epyacias Kanvawy, 1o
peyaAUtepo PEPOS NS onoias Bpiokdtav NAEoV oTn ©ecaalovikn,
avnABe o€ UPnAS eninedo.'HEN and ta péoa tns ekastias tou 1990
Eekivnoe N avoikodounon vEwv aUyxpovwy KTIpiwv Kanvanodtnkwy
Kl EQYOOTACIWY O€ NEPIOXES EKTOS TWV ACTIKWV KEVTpwWYV. Ol Kanva-
MOBNKES QUTES €ixav pia EVIEAWS S8IAPOPETIKN PIANOCO®Ia and TS Npo-
YEVEOTEPES, KAl PE TNV EVOWHATWON TWV VEWV TEXVOAOYIWV OTOV KU-
KAO Mapaywyns tous enitdyxavav onPavtikn geiwon Tou KGOTouS Je-
Tanoinons kal anoBhKeuons twv Npoiéviwy tous. H avénon tns na-
paywyns Eevikwy TUNwv kanvou, Kupiws twv Biptdivia, £€6waoe ne-
paItépw wonon otnv Kateubuvon autn. Ta neplocdtepa oUyxpova
epyootdaola petanoinons ktiotnkav oto Nouod KiAkis (MoAUkaotpo,
AglounoAn, Ayios ABavdolios, Néa Xdvta), éva oto Nopd Kapdaas
(Apuydaiewvas) kal €va oto Nopuo6 fdvens (E.0. dvOns-Teteivou).
O1 eNIBOTNOEIS MOU X0pNYoUVIAV HECW TWV SIAPOPWY avantuEIakwy
VOV Yia enevBUoEls 0 NApauUeBOPIES NEPIOXES ENAIEaV Kaipio pOAO
OTIS EMAOYES QUTES.

‘Hrtav enopévws avand@eukto, o6tav 1o £€tos 2005 n ulob€tnon tNs
véas KA e tnv Katdpynon Twv ENISOTNCEWY NPOKANEDE TNV KATtAp-
PEUCN TNS Napaywyns, N SUVauIkdINTa anoBNKEUCNS Kal ENEEepyacias
KaNveV Twv NEPIoOOTEPWV KANVANobnKwy otn BE00AAOVIKN KAl 0T
AM\a aoTIkd KEvTpa va Kataotei eE6xws MAeovadouoa kal va o8nynaoel
OTNV OPICTIKA 81AKOMA TNS AEITOUPYIas Tous p€oa o€ €va aUVIOHO
XPOVIKO 81doTnua 2-3 ETWV.
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‘Eto1, n ox€on tns ©€00alovikns PE TN PJeTanoinon tou kanvou Tep-
JatioTnKe oploTiKA th Sekastia tou 2000 kAeivovtas €vav KUKAO nou
SINpKeoe NeplocOTeEPO and €vav aiwva.

H ©gcoalovikn ws KaNveUNopiko KEVIPO

H exkBlopnxdvion tns ©ecoalovikns?', Mou cUVIEAEOTNKE oTadiakd and
Ta TEAN ToU 190U alwva, CUVEBTAE OUCIAOTIKG OTNV AvArnTtuen tns noANS
o€ PeyANo kKanveunoplkd KEVTIPo tns B. EANGSas. H eEENIEN TNS TEXVO-
Aoyias Tou atyoU ws KIivntpias sUvapns T Sekactia tou 1880 enétpeye
N SnuIoupyia tNs MPWTINS BIOUNXAVIKAS {WvNs 0Ta SUTIKA TNS MOANS
yUpw Kal népa and Tov Npwro niBatiké oidnPodSpopikd otadbud s
ETAIPEIAS TWV «AVATONKWY ZI8NPOSPOUWY» KAl GE YEITVIaon HE TO Ai-
udvi. Enions otn Siapép@wan tns €1kévas s aUyxpovns NéANs sixav
oUpBAAEl onpavtikd €pya unodopns (eykataotdoels o16npodpouwy,
MUEVIKA €pya, Siktua TpoxI08pduwy, EYKATaoTAoElSs PWTAgPioU, EK-
OUYXPOVIOUEVO SiKTUo USPEUONS KAl NAEKTPOPWTIOHOU K.4.)?2.

H nepiodos petagu 1914 kal 1922 xapakinpiotnke and tnv augnuévn
ENIXEIPNPATIKN §pactnPIOTNTA EANAVWY ENeVEUTWY 0TN ©€00aNOViKN,
nou npooeikUovtav and t suvapikdtnta tns NOANS. Enixelpnuaties
ano i Ndouoa kal and v Maiaid EN\GSa avéraBav eNiXEIPRCEIS NMou
gixav avaoteilel TN Aeitoupyia tous kai ispucav kaivouples. Or undp-
XOUGES EMIXEIPATEIS ENEKTABNKAV KAl CUVEXIOAV TN AEITOUPYIa TOUS.
To 1922 n ©ecoalovikn ouykévipwoe 121 and tis 151 BIoUNXavikés
povdses ins K. Makedovias (ektds Twv HovaSwv €16V SIATpopns)?3.

H nepiodos petd to 1922 kal kad' dAn TN SIAPKEIQ TOU HEGOMOAEUOU
avéselEe Tn ©eaoalovikn o€ NPwTeUoV BIounxavikéd KEVTIPO tns B. EA-
A&8as. Biounxavies nou npoldnnpxav enektddnkav, evaw 16pUbnkav
VEES €TaIpEies KUPiwS OTOV TopEa TNS KAwoToUpavioupyias Kai Ins
ene€epyaocias kanvawyv. Ztnv avantuén auth BoABNoav Kai ol MPooPU-
yIkoi MAnBuopoi nou Petd 1o 1922 gykataotddnkav otnv NdAN Kal
oTNV NEPIPEPEIA TNS OEGCANOVIKNS MPOTPEPOVTAS ONUAVTIKS EQYATIKS
kal 181aitepa 6pacthpIo ENIXEIPNUATIKG SUVAUIKO. H KpaTtIKA MOAITIKA
€vioxue KAtapxnv TIs avaykes otéyaons Kal NapdAANAa ts AUECES
avaykes anaoxoAnons. H NoAItikA auth o8AyNoe Tous NPdoPUYES
€NeVBUTES oTn Petagopd tns 6pactnpldtntds Tous otn Becoalovikn
SNUIoUPYWVTAs SUVAUIKES ENIXEIPNOEIS 0 OAOUS TOUS BIOUNXAVIKoUs
KAAS0US Kal avapeoa o€ OAOUS OTNV ENEGEPYATIA KAMVWV.

Y€ QUTES TIS OUVONKES N BEcoaNoVikn EEENIXBNKE O€ UIa and TS TpEIs
JEYAAUTEQES EUPWNAIKES ayopEs padi pe tn Ap€adn kal To AuBoupyo

their function within a short period of two to three
years.

Thus Thessaloniki's relationship with tobacco processing
essentially ended in the first decade of the 2 1st century,
closing a circle that had lasted more than a century.

Thessaloniki as a tobacco trade centre

The industrialisation of Thessaloniki?' that gradually
took place from the late 19th century contributed sig-
nificantly to the development of the city as a large to-
bacco trade centre of Northern Greece. The develop-
ment of steam technology in the 1880’s led to the cre-
ation of the first industrial zone in the west of the city
around and beyond the first passenger and cargo rail-
way station of the company «Eastern Railways», in
close proximity to the port. Important infrastructures
(railway and port installations, tramway networks, gas
plants, modernised networks of water supply and light-
ing, etc.) also contributed significantly to the formation
of the city’s modern image?2.

The period between 1914 and 1922 was characterised
by the increased business activity of Greek investors in
Thessaloniki who were attracted by the city’s capacity.
Businessmen from Naoussa and Southern Greece took
over enterprises that had suspended their operations
or established new ones. Existing enterprises expanded
and continued to operate. In 1922, 121 of the 151 in-
dustrial units of Central Macedonia (excluding food units)
were located in Thessaloniki23.

After 1922 and throughout the inter-war period Thes-
saloniki became the primary industrial centre of North-
ern Greece. Existing industries were expanded while
new companies were founded mainly in the textile and
tobacco processing sectors. The refugee populations
that settled in the city and in the suburban region after
1922, offering a considerable workforce and an es-
pecially active business force, helped in the development
of Thessaloniki. The state policy supported firstly the
housing needs and at the same time the direct employ-
ment needs. This policy led the refugee investors to
carry out their activity in Thessaloniki creating dynamic
enterprises in all industry sectors including tobacco
processing.

A IZTOPIKA ZTOIXEIA / HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
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In these circumstances, Thessaloniki, along with Dresden
and Hamburg, evolved into one of the three largest Eu-
ropean markets for oriental tobacco and particularly for
Macedonian tobacco that was coveted by all the major
European and American trading houses.

Tobacco trading and processing constituted one of the
economic prosperity bases of the city and soon Thes-
saloniki became the headquarters for trading houses
from all the Balkan countries, large American companies
(Glenn Tobacco, American Tobacco, Gary, Alston To-
bacco), Hellenic-British (Commercial of Salonica) and
German enterprises (Herzog), along with monopolies of
several European countries (Italy, Austria, Sweden).

After 1912 the number of these trading houses con-
stantly grew and reached a peak in the middle of the
1920's. They were mostly privately-owned tobacco
warehouses and complexes. Among them the trading
houses of Michailides, Fragoulides, Tornivoukas, Gavri-
iloglou, Gleoudis, Karagiannides, Papastratos, Hadjige-
orgiou, Naxiades, Voivodas, Moskof, Spierer Bros and
Austrohellenigue and Commercial companies.

Tobacco trade, as well as entrepreneurship, went
through a difficult period from 1930 until the Second
World War, with very low tobacco exports, which led
some small businesses to bankruptcy or forced sus-
pension of payments, with tragic effects on the tobac-
co worker class. Unemployment rose, social conflicts
were intense and continuous, culminating in the great
Panhellenic strike of tobacco workers in May of 1936,
with the main demand an increase in their meager
wages?4.

The period of tobacco trade crisis continued during the
Second World War, while from the 1950’s and onwards
Thessaloniki became the main export centre in Europe
pushing Kavala to second place. The recovery of the
sector during the 1960's led to a new series of tobacco
warehouses being erected in the western districts of
the city creating a unique (for Greece) stock of industrial
buildings.

The increase of the importance of Thessaloniki is mostly
due to the decline of all other tobacco trade centres of
Eastern Macedonia and Thrace, but mainly of Kavala.
Specifically Thessaloniki and Kavala were, throughout

yla ta kanvd ts AvatoAns kai 181aitepa yia tov kanvo tns Makedovias,
nou Ntav nepiZatntos and OAoUS Tous PEYANOUS €UMopIkoUs oikous
s Eupwnns Kal tns AUEPIKNS.

H eunopia kal n ene€epyacia tou kanvou anotéleae uia and s BAoels
TNS OIKOVOWIKNS eUNPEPias tnNs NOANS, kal cUvtoua N ©ecoalovikn
€YIVE €6pa EUNOPIKWV OIKWV and OAES TIS XWPES TNS Barkavikns, pe-
yéAwvV auepikavikwy etaipeliwv (Glenn Tobacco, American Tobacco,
Gary, Alston Tobacco), eM\nvoBpetavikwy (Commercial of Salonica),
yepUavikwy (Herzog) kaBws Kal HOVOMWAIWY MOAWY UpwNaikwV
xwpwv (ltarias, Auotpias, Zoundias).

And v aneAeubEpwon Kail PETd 0 apIBPOS TwV KANVEUNOPIKWY OikwV
augdvertal S1apKws Pe kopUpwon ta pEoa tns ekastias tou 1920.
O1 nepioodtepol and autous SIaBEToUV I8IOKTNTES ANOONKES Kal Ou-
ykpothuata. Avauead tous ol oikol Twv Mixaniisn, ®paykouAién, Top-
viBouUka, FaBpihhoylou, Meoudn, Kapayiavvién, Manaotpdtou, Xa-
tnyewpyiou, Na€idsdn, BoeBdda, MoGKw®, ASEAQPWY XNAPEP Kal Ol
etaipeies Auotpoehnvikh kal Commercial.

To Kanveunoplo, dnws AAWOTE Kal N enixelpnuatkétnta, nepvda pia
8U0KOAN Nepiodo and to 1930 uéxpl kal to §eUtepo NAyKOOUIO Mo-
AEUO, PE MOAU PEIWUEVES EEAYWYES Kanvou, yeyovos nou odnyei opl-
OUEVES HIKPES EMIXEIPNCEIS OE MIWXEUON N O€ avaykaotikh navon
NANPWUWV, HE TPAYIKES EMMTWOEIS OTNV TAEN TWV Kanvepyatwv. H
avepyia ektivAooETal, Ol KOIVWVIKES OUYKPOUOEIS eival EVIOVES Kal
OUVEXEIS, UE anokopUPwua tn JeYAAN MaveAAAvVIa anepyia Twv Ka-
nvepyatwy 1o Mdn tou 1936 Kkal Pe KUPIo aitnua augNoEls ota Nevixpa
TOUS Pepokduata®s.

H nepiodos kpions tou kanveunopiou cuvexidetal kai katd tn 8idp-
KEIQ TOU 8eUTEPOU NAYKOOUIOU NOAEUOU, eVw and Tn SEKAETia Tou
1950 kal yetd n ©ec0oalovikn avadeixOnke aTo KUPIOTEPO €€AYwW-
YIKO KEVTPO ekToNidovias tnv KaBdaa oe 8eUtepn 6€on. Me tnv avd-
KaPWn Tou kKAAdou tn Sekacetia tou 1960 ia véa ogipd kanvanodn-
KWV AVEYEIPETAl OTIS SUTIKES GUVOIKIES TNS MOANS SNUIOUPYWVIAS
€va povadiké yia ta eNANVIKA Sedopéva Kuplakd anddeua Biounxa-
VIKWV KTPiwV.

H algnon tns onuacias tns ©€c0oaiovikns opeiletal Kupiws otnv na-
PAKUN OAWV TWV AAWV KANVEUMOPIKWY KEVIPWV TNS AvatoAikhs Ma-
kedovias kal Bpdkns, aMd Kupiws ths KaBAAas. Zuykekpiyéva n ©eo-
oalovikn kal n KaBdia anoteroUoav kab’ GAN T SIAPKEIQ TNS NMEPIO-
8ou and to 1940 £€ws kal to 2000 ta 0o nio onuavtikd KEvpa Ka-
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nvepyacias kaauntovtas 1o 70% tou oUVOAIKA ene€epyalduevou Ka-
nvou Kal ToU GUVOAOU TwV KAMNVEPYATIKWY NPEPOUIoBiwV otnv EANGSA.
Qotdoo TV NePiIndo auth oNPUEIBNKAY ONPAVTIKES AAAYES OTN OXE-
TIKN onpacia twv 600 autwyv kanvounoAewy, Nou Ba ynopoucav va
anodoBouv o€ 8U0 NapAyoVIES.

Mpwtov unnpxe avdaykn yia avadidpBpwaon tns Kanvepyaoias Wote
va pelwBoUv ta €€08a Kal va aviIUeETwnoBoUV ol SUCKONES CUVONKES
nou ouvaviouoe 0 ENNVIKOS kKanvos otn 81EBvh ayopd. Autd Nén eixe
08NYNOEI TOUS KANVEUMOPOUS Va eNISIEOUV TNV «AMOEISIKEUCNY TWV
KANvePYATwV PETd th ekactia tou 1930, aA\d kKupiws ota yéoa s
Sekaetias Tou 1950. Autd unoBonBnBnke kal and v napanépa ex-
uNXxAvion, Nou eNETPEWYE OTIS KANVEUMOPIKES EMIXEIPATEIS VA HICOW-
VOUV «aveISikeutous» epydtes. Etol, n ©€coalovikn, Pe NoAU peya-
AUTEPO OIKOVOUIKG EVEPYO MANBUOUO, MPOCEPEPE MEPIOCOTEPES EU-
KQIPIES yIa eUPEON XAUNAOUIOOWY EPYATWYV CUYKPITIKA e TNV KaBdAAa,
nou oto oUVOAO NS anotehouviav and eISIKEUUEVO, pa kal acUPPopo
OIKOVOUIKA, EpYATIKO SUVaUIKO.

AeUTtePOV N YEVIKOTEPN OIKOVOUIKN avANTUEN TNS ©€00ANOVIKNS UMOpPEl
va BewpnOei oNPAVIIKOS GUVIEAECTAS YIA TNV NPOCEAKUON TNS Ka-
nvepyacias and 6Aa ta kévipa tns B. EANGSas kal 181aitepa tns Ka-
BdAas. H petakivnon auth CUVIEAEOONKE KUPiwS PETA TN SEKAETia Tou
1950. ZuyKkekpiéva n ©ecoalovikn anotedoloe €va onpavtiké Sie-
OVvEs KEVTPO, Mo onuaviiké and tnv KaBdaAa, eved napdAAnAa Atav
KaAA EEONMAICUEVN O€ UNNPEDIES €xovtas €va 181aitepa kahd opyavw-
pévo Npdvi, nou kpivovtav KatdANAo yia e€aywyEs Kanvou, KaBws
Kal 016npodpopikn oUvseon pe tnv Kevipikh kai Avatohikn Eupann.

‘Evas akdun napdyovias nou BoNBNCE va CUVIEAECTEI N NAPANAVW
Slepyacia Atav n avdykn Twv KAnveUnopIikwy ENIXEIPACEWY VA UE-
Takivneouv, ané tn ekactia tou 1960 Kal petd, o€ oUyxpova KIipia
KaNvanoOnkwy, O GUVOIKIES N Kal oTIS NAPUPES TNS MOANS YaKPId
ano 1o aPIAGEEVO NAEOV OTN OUYKEKPIUEVN XPNOoN acTIKS TOMio Tou
KEVIPOU TNS NOANS, oxedlaouéva €101 wWOTE va unodexBouyv Tov
KaIvoUpIo UNXavoAoyIkd €EOMAICUS MOU EVOWUATWONKE OTNV €Ne-
Eepyaoia.

H i61a auth avAykn eKouyxpovIopoU Kal EIWoNS ToU KOOTOUS 08nyNoE
n Sekaetia Tou 1990, 6nws avaPEpOnke Napandvw, o€ Jia nepai-
T€PW PeTakivnon and TS OUVOIKIES TOU MOAEOSOUIKOU GUYKPOTNUATOS
NS NOANS o€ KaBapd aypoTIKES NEPIOXES NS enapxias, énou n aia
NS YNSs NTAv onuaviikd xaunAétepn.

the period between 1940 and 2000, the two most im-
portant tobacco trading centres covering 70% of the
total processed tobacco and total tobacco worker
wages in Greece. However, during that period significant
changes were noticed in the relative importance of
these two tobacco cities that could be attributed to two
factors.

Firstly, there was a need for restructuring tobacco work
in order to reduce costs and to face the difficult condi-
tions that Greek tobacco encountered in the interna-
tional market. This had already led tobacco traders to
aim at «de-specialisation» of the tobacco workers after
the 1930’s, but mainly in the mid 1950’s. This was
aided by further mechanisation of the industry which
allowed tobacco merchant enterprises to hire «un-
skilled» workers. Thus, Thessaloniki, with a much larger
working population, offered more opportunities for find-
ing low-wage workers compared with Kavala which con-
sisted entirely of qualified workers, and therefore an
expensive workforce.

Secondly, the overall economic development of Thes-
saloniki can be considered as an important factor for
attracting tobacco business from all the centres of
Northern Greece, and especially from Kavala. This trans-
fer was mainly accomplished after the 1950's. Thes-
saloniki was an important international trade centre,
more important than Kavala, boasting well-equipped
services such as a well-organised port deemed suitable
for tobacco exportations and a railway link to Central
and Eastern Europe.

Another factor that helped in achieving the above
process was the need of the tobacco trade enterpris-
es to move their business to modern tobacco ware-
house buildings in the neighbourhoods or in the sub-
urbs of the city, away from the unsuitable urban land-
scape of the city centre, designed to accommodate
the new equipment that was incorporated into tobac-
CO processing.

In the 1990’s, the same need for modernisation and
cost reduction led to, as mentioned above, a further
move from the districts of the urban agglomeration of
the city to purely rural areas of the province where land
values were significantly lower.
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