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A fi ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ‹ Î·È ÎÔÈÓˆÓÈÎ‹ ¿Ô„Ë Ë ·ÚÌÂ-

ÓÈÎ‹ ·ÚÔÈÎ›· ·ÚÔ˘Û›·ÛÂ ·ÚÎÂÙ¤˜ ÂÓ·ÏÏ·-

Á¤˜ ÛÙËÓ ÈÛÙÔÚÈÎ‹ ÙË˜ ‰È·‰ÚÔÌ‹. ™Ù· Ù¤ÏË ÙÔ˘

19Ô˘ ·ÈÒÓ· ÔÈ ∞ÚÌ¤ÓÈÔÈ ÙË˜ £ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË˜ ‹Ù·Ó ÙÔ

¯·Ú·ÎÙËÚÈÛÙÈÎfi ‰Â›ÁÌ· ÙˆÓ XÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÒÓ Î·È E‚Ú·›-

ˆÓ ˘ËÎfiˆÓ ÙÔ˘ ÛÔ˘ÏÙ¿ÓÔ˘, Ô˘ ÚˆÙÔÛÙ·ÙÔ‡Û·Ó

ÛÙÔÓ ÂÎÛ˘Á¯ÚÔÓÈÛÌfi Î·È, ÁÂÓÈÎfiÙÂÚ·, ÛÙÔÓ ÂÎ‰˘ÙÈÎÈ-

ÛÌfi ÙË˜ ÔıˆÌ·ÓÈÎ‹˜ ÎÔÈÓˆÓ›·˜. OÈ AÚÌ¤ÓÈÔÈ ‰È·ÎÚ›-

ÓÔÓÙ·Ó ˆ˜ ÌË¯·ÓÈÎÔ› Î·È ÛÙÂÏ¤¯Ë ÙˆÓ ÛÈ‰ËÚÔ‰ÚÔÌÈ-

ÎÒÓ ÂÙ·ÈÚÂÈÒÓ ÙË˜ ∞Ó·ÙÔÏ‹˜, ˆ˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎÔ› ÁÈ·-

ÙÚÔ›, Ê·ÚÌ·ÎÔÔÈÔ› Î·È ˘¿ÏÏËÏÔÈ ÙˆÓ ÔıˆÌ·ÓÈÎÒÓ

Î·È Í¤ÓˆÓ Ù·¯˘‰ÚÔÌÂ›ˆÓ Î·È ‰·ÛÔÓfiÌÔÈ. ¢È·ÎÚ›ÓÔÓ-

Ù·Ó Â›ÛË˜ ÛÙÔ ÂÌfiÚÈÔ Î·È ÙË ‚ÈÔÙÂ¯Ó›·, ·ÏÏ¿ Î·È

ÛÙÔ˘˜ ·Ú·‰ÔÛÈ·ÎÔ‡˜ ÁÈ· ÙÔ˘˜ AÚÌÂÓ›Ô˘˜ ÙÔÌÂ›˜ ÙË˜

·ÚÁ˘ÚÔ¯Ô˝·˜ Î·È ÙË˜ ¯Ú˘ÛÔ¯Ô˝·˜. ªÂÚÈÎÔ› ˘ËÚÂ-

ÙÔ‡Û·Ó ˆ˜ ‰¿ÛÎ·ÏÔÈ Í¤ÓˆÓ ÁÏˆÛÛÒÓ Î·È ÙÂ¯ÓÈÎÒÓ

Ì·ıËÌ¿ÙˆÓ ÛÙ· ÔıˆÌ·ÓÈÎ¿ Û¯ÔÏÂ›· Î·È ¿ÏÏÔÈ ̂ ˜ ÁÂ-

ˆfiÓÔÈ Î·È ÂÈ‰ÈÎÔ› ÂÈÛÙ‹ÌÔÓÂ˜ ÛÙËÓ ÚfiÙ˘Ë °Â-

ˆÚÁÈÎ‹ (AÌÂÚÈÎ·ÓÈÎ‹) ™¯ÔÏ‹ Ô˘ ¿ÓÔÈÍÂ ÙÔ 1888

ÛÙËÓ ÂÚÈÔ¯‹ ÙÔ˘ ™¤‰Â˜.

∏ ÂÈÎfiÓ· ·˘Ù‹ ·Ú¯›˙ÂÈ Ó· ·ÏÏ¿˙ÂÈ ÌÂÙ¿ ÙËÓ ·Â-

ÏÂ˘ı¤ÚˆÛË ÙË˜ £ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË˜. K·Ù·Ú¯‹Ó ¤Ó· Ì¤ÚÔ˜

ÙˆÓ AÚÌÂÓ›ˆÓ ÙË˜ fiÏË˜, Ô˘ ̆ ËÚÂÙÔ‡Û·Ó ÛÙËÓ Ôıˆ-

Ì·ÓÈÎ‹ ‰ÈÔ›ÎËÛË, ÚÔÙ›ÌËÛÂ, fiˆ˜ ÚÔ·Ó·Ê¤ÚıËÎÂ,

Ó· ÌÂÙ·ÎÈÓËıÂ› ÛÂ ¿ÏÏ· ·ÛÙÈÎ¿ Î¤ÓÙÚ· ÙË˜ A˘ÙÔ-

ÎÚ·ÙÔÚ›·˜. OÈ ¤ÌÔÚÔÈ Î·È ÔÈ ‚ÈÔÙ¤¯ÓÂ˜, ˆÛÙfiÛÔ, Ì·˙›

ÌÂ ÌÂÚÈÎÔ‡˜ ˘·ÏÏ‹ÏÔ˘˜ Î·È ÙÂ¯Ó›ÙÂ˜ ·Ú¤ÌÂÈÓ·Ó,

ÁÈ· Ó· ·ÔÙÂÏ¤ÛÔ˘Ó ¤ÎÙÔÙÂ ·ÍÈfiÏÔÁÔ ÙÌ‹Ì· ÙÔ˘ ÂÈ-

¯ÂÈÚËÌ·ÙÈÎÔ‡ ÎfiÛÌÔ˘ ÙË˜ Ì·ÎÂ‰ÔÓÈÎ‹˜ ÚˆÙÂ‡Ô˘Û·˜.

F rom an economic and social point of
view, the Armenian community has ex-
perienced considerable ups and downs

in the course of its history. At the end of the
nineteenth century, Thessaloniki’s Armenians
were classic examples of the Sultan’s Christian
and Jewish subjects who played a leading part
in the modernisation and general westernisa-
tion of Ottoman society. The Armenians dis-
tinguished themselves as engineers and execu-
tives in the Eastern railway companies, as army
medical officers, as pharmacists, as clerks in the
Ottoman and foreign postal companies, and as
foresters. They also excelled in commerce and
light industry, as well as in the traditional Arme-
nian occupations of gold – and silversmithery.
Some taught foreign languages and technical
subjects in the Ottoman schools, while others
were employed as agronomists and specialists
in the pilot American Farm School which
opened in Sedes in 1888.

The picture began to change after Thessa-
loniki was liberated. To begin with, some of
the city’s Armenians who worked in the Ot-
toman administration opted, as we have seen,
to move to other urban centres in the Em-
pire. The merchants and the artisans, howev-
er, together with some civil servants and
craftsmen, stayed, and thereafter constituted
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¢ÂÓ Â›Ó·È, ¿ÏÏˆÛÙÂ, Ù˘¯·›Ô ÙÔ ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜ fiÙÈ, ·Ú¿ ÙÔÓ

ÌÈÎÚfi ·ÚÈıÌfi ÙÔ˘˜, ÔÈ AÚÌ¤ÓÈÔÈ ¤ÌÔÚÔÈ Î·È ‚ÈÔÙ¤¯ÓÂ˜

ÙË˜ fiÏË˜ Û˘ÌÌÂÙÂ›¯·Ó — Î·È Ì¿ÏÈÛÙ· ·fi ÙËÓ ÚÒ-

ÙË ÎÈfiÏ·˜ ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿ (1926) ÙË˜ ÏÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›·˜ ÙË˜ — ÛÙÈ˜

‰Ú·ÛÙËÚÈfiÙËÙÂ˜ ÙË˜ ¢ÈÂıÓÔ‡˜ ŒÎıÂÛË˜.

AÏÏ¿ ÔÈ ÌÂÁ¿ÏÂ˜ ‰È·ÊÔÚÔÔÈ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ÛÙÈ˜ Â·ÁÁÂÏ-

Ì·ÙÈÎ¤˜ ÂÓ·Û¯ÔÏ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ÙˆÓ AÚÌÂÓ›ˆÓ ÙË˜ £ÂÛÛ·ÏÔ-

Ó›ÎË˜ — Î·È, Û˘Ó·ÎfiÏÔ˘ı·, Î·È ÛÙËÓ ÎÔÈÓˆÓÈÎ‹ ÙÔ˘˜

Î·Ù¿ÛÙ·ÛË — Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÔÔÈ‹ıËÎ·Ó ÌÂÙ¿ ÙÔ ¤Ú·-

ÛÌ· ÛÙË ‰Â‡ÙÂÚË ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô ÙË˜ ÈÛÙÔÚ›·˜ ÙË˜ ·ÚÔÈ-

Î›·˜: ‡ÛÙÂÚ· ‰ËÏ·‰‹ ·fi ÙË ÌÂÁ¿ÏË Û˘ÚÚÔ‹ ÙˆÓ ¯È-

ÏÈ¿‰ˆÓ ¿ÛÙÂÁˆÓ Î·È ÂÍ·ıÏÈˆÌ¤ÓˆÓ ÚÔÛÊ‡ÁˆÓ ÙÔ˘

1919-1923. OÈ ·Ï·ÈfiÙÂÚÂ˜ ‚¤‚·È· ÁÂÓÈ¤˜ ÂÍ·ÎÔ-

ÏÔ‡ıËÛ·Ó Ù· ·Ú·‰ÔÛÈ·Î¿ ÙÔ˘˜ Â·ÁÁ¤ÏÌ·Ù·Ø

·ÏÏ¿ ÙÔ ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ Ï‹ıÔ˜ ÙˆÓ

AÚÌÂÓ›ˆÓ Î·ÙÔ›ÎˆÓ ÙË˜ £ÂÛ-

Û·ÏÔÓ›ÎË˜ ÂÈ‚›ˆÓÂ ÌÂ ‰Ô˘-

ÏÂÈ¤˜ ÙÔ˘ Ô‰·ÚÈÔ‡, ÙÔ ÌÈÎÚÂ-

ÌfiÚÈÔ Î·È ÙÔ ÂÓÈ¯Úfi (Î·È

·ÛÙ·ı¤˜) ÂÈÛfi‰ËÌ· ÙÔ˘ ·ÓÂÈ-

‰›ÎÂ˘ÙÔ˘ Î·È Â˘Î·ÈÚÈ·ÎÔ‡ ÂÚ-

Á¿ÙË. KÔÓÙÔÏÔÁ‹˜, ÙÔ ·ÚÌÂ-

ÓÈÎfi ÛÙÔÈ¯Â›Ô ÙË˜ £ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›-

ÎË˜ ÔÚÂ‡ÙËÎÂ (ˆ˜ ÙË ‰ÂÎ·Â-

Ù›· Û¯Â‰fiÓ ÙÔ˘ 1950) ÛÂ ‰Úfi-

ÌÔ˘˜ ·Ú¿ÏÏËÏÔ˘˜ ÌÂ ÂÎÂ›-

ÓÔ˘˜ Ô˘ ·Ó·ÁÎ¿ÛÙËÎ·Ó Ó·

·ÎÔÏÔ˘ı‹ÛÔ˘Ó Î·È ÔÈ ŒÏÏËÓÂ˜

ÚfiÛÊ˘ÁÂ˜ ÙˆÓ ·ÛÙÈÎÒÓ Î¤Ó-

ÙÚˆÓ.

AÓ¿ÏÔÁÔ˜ ‹Ù·Ó Î·È Ô ÁÂˆ-

ÁÚ·ÊÈÎfi˜ ÙÔ˘˜ Î·Ù·ÌÂÚÈÛÌfi˜.

ŸÛÔÈ ·fi ÙÔ˘˜ ÓÂÔ·ÊÈ¯ı¤ÓÙÂ˜ ÚfiÛÊ˘ÁÂ˜ Î·Ù¿ÊÂ-

Ú·Ó Ó· ÛÙ·ıÔ‡Ó ‰›Ï· ÛÙÔ˘˜ ÂÈÙ˘¯ËÌ¤ÓÔ˘˜ ÔÌÔÂ-

ıÓÂ›˜ ÂÈ¯ÂÈÚËÌ·Ù›Â˜ ÙË˜ ÚÒÙË˜ ÂÚÈfi‰Ô˘, ÂÁÎ·Ù·-

ÛÙ¿ıËÎ·Ó ÎÈ ·˘ÙÔ› ÛÙÔ Î¤ÓÙÚÔ (Î˘Ú›ˆ˜ ÛÙ· ÙÂÙÚ¿-

ÁˆÓ· Ô˘ ÔÚÈÔıÂÙÔ‡Ó ÔÈ ÛËÌÂÚÈÓ¤˜ Ô‰Ô› EıÓÈÎ‹˜ AÌ‡-

ÓË˜, ¢È·Ï¤ÙÙË, ¢·ÁÎÏ‹ Î·È AÓÙˆÓ›Ô˘ K·Ì¿Ú·). H ÌÂ-

Á¿ÏË Ì¿˙·, ˆÛÙfiÛÔ, ÙˆÓ AÚÌÂÓ›ˆÓ ÚÔÛÊ‡ÁˆÓ ÌÔÈ-

Ú·˙fiÙ·Ó ÌÂ ÙÔ˘˜ ŒÏÏËÓÂ˜ ÔÌfiÙ˘¯Ô˘˜ ÙÈ˜ ›‰ÈÂ˜ ÚÔ-

‚ÏËÌ·ÙÈÎ¤˜ Û˘Óı‹ÎÂ˜ ‰È·‚›ˆÛË˜ ÛÂ ·ÏÈ¤˜ Î·È, Î˘-

Ú›ˆ˜, ÛÂ ÓÂfiÙÂ˘ÎÙÂ˜ ÊÙˆ¯ÈÎ¤˜ Û˘ÓÔÈÎ›Â˜, Ô˘ ÍÂÊ‡-

ÙÚˆÛ·Ó ÛÙÈ˜ ·Ú˘Ê¤˜ ÙÔ‡ ÙfiÙÂ ÔÏÂÔ‰ÔÌÈÎÔ‡ Û˘Á-

ÎÚÔÙ‹Ì·ÙÔ˜ ÙË˜ ÌÂ›˙ÔÓÔ˜ £ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË˜, Î·Ù¿ Î·Ófi-

Ó· ÛÂ ¯·ÌfiÛÈÙ· ‹ Úfi¯ÂÈÚ· ·Ú·‹ÁÌ·Ù·, Î·Ù·-

ÛÎÂ˘·ÛÌ¤Ó· “ÚÔÛˆÚÈÓ¿” ÌÂ ¯·ÚÙfiÓÈ·, Û·Ó›‰È· Î·È

an important part of the Macedonian capi-
tal’s business world. It is no coincidence that,
despite their small number, the city’s Armen-
ian merchants and artisans regularly took
part in the International Fair right from its
inception in 1926.

But the major changes in the professions
and occupations of Thessaloniki’s Armenians
— and, accordingly, in their social status —
came about after the transition to the second
period in the community’s history: that is, af-
ter the influx of thousands of homeless and
impoverished refugees in 1919–23. The earli-
er generations, of course, continued their tra-

ditional occupations;
but the vast mass of
Thessaloniki’s Armen-
ian inhabitants got by
with odd jobs, petty
trade, and the meagre,
irregular income avail-
able to unskilled occa-
sional workers. In
short, almost until the
1950s, Thessaloniki’s
Armenian element fol-
lowed a more or less
parallel course to that
which the Greek re-
fugees were forced to
take in the urban cen-
tres.

Their geographical distribution within the
city reflected their situation. The new arrivals
who managed to get onto their feet alongside
the successful Armenian businessmen of the
first period settled, like them, in the city cen-
tre (mainly in the area bounded by what are
now Ethnikis Amynis, Dialetti, Dangli, and
Antoniou Kamara Streets). But the great mass
of the Armenian refugees shared with the
Greek refugees the same difficult living condi-
tions in old and, mainly, newly built shabby
districts which sprang up on the fringes of
what was then the urban complex of greater
Thessaloniki, finding shelter by and large in
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H ·ÚÌÂÓÈÎ‹ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· ÙË˜ £ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË˜ ÛÂ Êˆ-
ÙÔÁÚ·Ê›· ÙË˜ ‰ÂÎ·ÂÙ›·˜ ÙÔ˘ 1950.

The Armenian church of Thessaloniki in a photo-
graph taken in the 1950s.



hovels or shanties cobbled together out of
cardboard, wooden planks, and sheet metal.
Thus were born the Armenian refugee settle-
ments, first in Harmankiöy (Evosmos and
Eleftheria) and later in Kato Toumba, Hari-
laou, the Agia Paraskevi and Lebet quarters in
Stavroupoli, and the ‘Armenian village’ (Ar-
menochori) in Sykies. From these under-
privileged ‘neighbourhoods of the shabby an-
gels’ (as the poet Nikiphoros Vrettakos dubbed
them in 1935) came most of the Armenians
who left Greece in the hope of better days in
Soviet Armenia in 1946–7. This is attested by
the thereafter drastically reduced Armenian
population of these particular districts. After
the 1950s, for instance, there were no longer
any Armenian families living in Harmankiöy,
Armenochori, or Ayia Paraskevi; but there
were plenty to be seen in the streets and mar-
kets of Yerevan.

Ï·Ì·Ú›ÓÂ˜. ŒÙÛÈ ‰ËÌÈÔ˘ÚÁ‹ıËÎ·Ó ÔÈ ÚÔÛÊ˘ÁÔÁÂÈÙÔ-

ÓÈ¤˜ ÙˆÓ AÚÌÂÓ›ˆÓ ÙË˜ £ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË˜, ·Ú¯ÈÎ¿ ÛÙÔ

Ã·ÚÌ¿ÓÎÈÔ˚ (∂‡ÔÛÌÔ˜-EÏÂ˘ı¤ÚÈ·) Î·È ÛÙË Û˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ·

ÛÙËÓ K¿Ùˆ ΔÔ‡Ì·, ÙÔ Û˘ÓÔÈÎÈÛÌfi X·ÚÈÏ¿Ô˘, ÙÈ˜ Û˘-

ÓÔÈÎ›Â˜ ÙË˜ ∞Á›·˜ ¶·Ú·ÛÎÂ˘‹˜ Î·È ÙÔ˘ §ÂÌ¤Ù ÛÙË

™Ù·˘ÚÔ‡ÔÏË, ÛÙÔ “AÚÌÂÓÔ¯ÒÚÈ” ÛÙÈ˜ ™˘ÎÈ¤˜ Î.·. Afi

·˘Ù¤˜ ÏÔÈfiÓ ÙÈ˜ ÚÔÛÊ˘ÁÈÎ¤˜ Î·È ˘Ô‚·ıÌÈÛÌ¤ÓÂ˜

“Û˘ÓÔÈÎ›Â˜ ÙˆÓ ÊÙˆ¯ÒÓ ·ÁÁ¤ÏˆÓ” (ÁÈ· Ó· ¯ÚËÛÈÌÔ-

ÔÈ‹Ûˆ ÙÔ˘˜ ¯·Ú·ÎÙËÚÈÛÌÔ‡˜ ÙÔ˘ ÔÈËÙ‹ NÈÎËÊfi-

ÚÔ˘ BÚÂÙÙ¿ÎÔ˘ ÙÔ˘ 1935), ÚÔ‹ÏıÂ Î·È ÙÔ Ì¤ÁÈÛÙÔ

ÙÌ‹Ì· ÙˆÓ AÚÌÂÓ›ˆÓ Ô˘ ÂÁÎ·Ù¤ÏÂÈ„·Ó ÙËÓ EÏÏ¿‰·,

·Ó·˙ËÙÒÓÙ·˜, ÛÙ· 1946-1947, Î·Ï‡ÙÂÚË Ù‡¯Ë ÛÙË

™Ô‚ÈÂÙÈÎ‹ AÚÌÂÓ›·. TÔ ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜ ·˘Ùfi ÈÛÙÔÔÈÂ›Ù·È

·fi ÙÔÓ ÌÂÙ¤ÂÈÙ· ‰Ú·ÛÙÈÎ¿ ÌÂÈˆÌ¤ÓÔ ·ÚÌÂÓÈÎfi ÏË-

ı˘ÛÌfi ÙˆÓ Û˘ÓÔÈÎÈÒÓ ·˘ÙÒÓ ÙË˜ £ÂÛÛ·ÏÔÓ›ÎË˜. Afi

ÙË ‰ÂÎ·ÂÙ›· .¯. ÙÔ˘ 1950 Î·È ÂÍ‹˜ ‰ÂÓ ¤‚ÚÈÛÎÂ Î·-

ÓÂ›˜ È· ·ÚÌÂÓÈÎ¤˜ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈÂ˜ ÂÁÎ·Ù·ÛÙËÌ¤ÓÂ˜ ÛÙÔ

Ã·ÚÌ¿ÓÎÈÔ˚, ÛÙÔ “AÚÌÂÓÔ¯ÒÚÈ” Î·È ÙËÓ AÁ›· ¶·Ú·-

ÛÎÂ˘‹Ø ÌÔÚÔ‡ÛÂ fiÌˆ˜ Ó· ÙÈ˜ Û˘Ó·ÓÙ‹ÛÂÈ Â‡ÎÔÏ·

ÛÙÔ˘˜ ‰ÚfiÌÔ˘˜ Î·È ÙÈ˜ ·ÁÔÚ¤˜ ÙÔ˘ EÚÈ‚¿Ó.
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¶ÚÔÔÏÂÌÈÎ‹ ıÚËÛÎÂ˘ÙÈÎ‹ ÂÎ‰‹ÏˆÛË ÛÙËÓ ·ÚÌÂÓÈÎ‹ ·ÚÔÈÎ›·. 

Prewar religious ceremony in the Armenian community.


