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THE GREEK ALPHABET
TO EAAHNIKO AA®ABHTO

THERE ARE 24 LETTERS IN THE GREEK ALPHABET

Lower case
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Pronunciation
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a
v
gh
this

thunder
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o T
72}

Name
aA@a (alpha)
Brta (vita)
yapa (ghama)
8é\ta (thelta)
£@rdov (epsilon)
Mta (zita)

Nta (ita)

01 ta (thita)
ywota (yota)
kama (kapa)
Adauda (lamtha)
pe (mi)

vt (ni)

&L (ksi)

opkpov (omikron)
T (pi)

po (ro)

olypa (sighma)
Tag (taf)
OVPrdov (ipsilon)
@u (fi)

xt (hi)

Y (psi)

wpéya (omegha)
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Division of the Alphabet

The following capital letters (though some of their lower case symbols are unfamiliar)
are the same as the English ones and are pronounced more or less in the same way.

Ao,Eg,Z0,1,Kx,My,Nv,00, Tt

The letter Aa sounds like a in father
Ee e in pet
7T y/ in zero
It i in pit
Kk k in kept
M pu m in man
Nv n in not
Oo o in often
Tt t in train

EXAMPLES

0 o (0) the (masculine article) ENA éva (ena) one

TO 7o (to) the (neuter article) NEA véa (nea) news

TA ta (ta) the (neuter pl. article) MAMA popd (mama) mother

TI T (ti) what EKATO ekatd (ekato) hundred

The letters that follow appear in English as well, but in Greek are pronounced differently

BB, HN,Pp, Yvu,Xx
The letter B3 soundslike vinvase

Hn iin sit

Pp rin run

Yvu iin sit

Xx h in hot (in front of the letters a, 0)

ch as in Scottish loch (in front of the letters t, €)

EXAMPLES
BAZO alo (vaso) vase METPIO pétplo (metrio) medium
KYPIA (xvpia) (kiria) Mrs, madam TABEPNA tafépva (taverna) tavern

KPHTH Kprtn (Kriti) Crete XEPI xépt (hieri) hand
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The following letters are new

Fry,A8,00,A\ZEIImMX0¢ P, Y Qw

The letter 'y sounds like 'y asin yetbefore the vowels , €
or gh (a throaty sound) before the letters q, o, p
AS th asin this
00 th thin
AX i1 letter
=€ ks locksmith
M P pet
Xo S sit
Y s (at the end of a word only) rivers
[ON0) f fine
Y ps lips
Qw o spot

EXAMPLES

TEAQ yedw (yelo) I laugh
T'ATA yata (ghata) cat

ZYAO &0Ao (ksilo) wood
TMNATEPAZX natépag (pateras) father

T'PAMMA ypaupa (grhamma) letter YXQMA cwua (soma) body

AINQ Sivw (thino) I give
OFEA 0¢a (thea) view
AEMONI Aepdvi (lemoni) lemon

DQTIA pwtwa (fotia) fire
WHAOX ymAdg (psilos) tall
QPA wpa (ora) hour
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CAPITAL LETTERS KE®AAAIATPAMMATA

They are used in:

1. Titles of books, stories, chapters
e EAAHNIKH I'PAMMATIKH Greek Grammar
e TOTIAATY IIOTAMI The wide river

2. The first letter of a word in a sentence
o Apxloav ta pabnquata The lessons have started
o Ta EMnvikd W’ apéoovv I like the Greek language

3. Names of persons, countries, cities, villages, mountains, rivers, islands, seas
e Nixog Nick
o EAévn Helen
e EX\aSa Greece
o AONva Athens
e Ytpatovikn Stratoniki (a village)
e 'OAvumog Mount Olimbos
e Atl6¢ River Axios
o Kpnt Crete
o Awyaiov [IéEAayog Aegean Sea

4. Names of societies or organisations
e OTE Telephone company (in Greece)
o A.E.H. Electricity company
o ET National Bank of Greece

5. Adjectives of nationality
e AyyAida an English woman
o EMnvida a Greek woman
e Ayylog an English man
o 'EAAnvoag a Greek man

6. Names of languages
o EMnvikd Greek language
e AyyAwa English language
e TaA\ikd& French language

7. Names of days and months
e Kuvpuakn Sunday
e Tpitn Tuesday
e Maptiog March
e Ampilog April

8. Religions and religious names
Xplotog Christ
Mavayia Holy Mother of God
M&oya Easter
Awxpaptupwuevol Protestants
Boudiopog Buddhism
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DOUBLE LETTERS AIIIAATPAMMATA

DIPHTHONGS AI®OO0ITOI: are two vowels together producing one single sound

atsounds like easin egg vat (ne) yes

of love avplo (avrio) tomorrow
w <

ag after avTog (aftos) he

B never Evpwmm (Evropi) Europe
v <

30) left g0kolo (efkolo) easy
€L L is kAgtver (Klini) it closes
ot L it oikog (ikos) house
ov ov shoot o6mov (opou) wherever
uL L it vwoBetw (iotheto) I adopt
The diphthongs av and sv:

1.

kot (ke) and
uapog (mavros) black

vaO g (naftis) sailor

gvyevng (evyenis) gentle

gvtuyla (eftihia) happiness

mAolo (plio) ship
Tov (tu) his

sound as av or ev when followed by the lettersy, 5, {, A, 1, v, p, ®

Avyovotog (Avghustos) August
Evyevia (Evyenia) Eugene
evdiabetog (evthiathetos) somebody in good mood
evlwia (evzoia) prosperity

vl (avli) yard

vavpoyia (navmahia) naval battle
gvAafrs (evlavis) devotional
gvpevig (evmenis) benevolent
€Vvola (evnia) favour

avplo (avrio) tomorrow
€0pwoTtog (evrostos) robust
gvwbia (evothia) fragrance

sound as af or ef when followed by the consonants 6, k, §, m, 0, T, @, x, U

avBadn¢ (afthathis) insolent
€00upog (efthimos) cheerful
g0kolog (efkolos) easy
avéavw (afksano) I increase something
ebmotog (efpistos) credulous
avotnpdg (afstiros) severe
evoefns (efsevis) pious

avti (afti) ear

evtuyia (eftihia) happiness
avyxévag (afhenas) nape
gvyaplotw (efharisto) I thank
evuyla (efpsihia) courage
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NOTE If a word is stressed on a diphthong, then the accent is on the second letter of the dipthong.
e qplo (avrio) tomorrow
e elval (ine) is

DOUBLE AND COMPOUND CONSONANTS AIIIAA XYM®PQNA

Some consonants are double in certain words but they are pronounced as one
e YafBato (savato) Saturday
e GAAog (alos) other
* YpApUQ (ghrama) letter
e BdAacoa (thalassa) sea
The compound consonants
A. pm sound like:
1.b at the beginning of a word
e UTVpA (bira) beer
2.mb in the middle of a word
o AQuTo (lamba) lamp
B. yk and yy sound like:
1.gh at the beginning of a word
* YKEWL (gemi) rein
* YKAQQ (gafa) blunder
2.ng at the middle of a word:
* EYYOVOG (engonos) grand child
e AyyAla (Anglia) England
C.vt sound like:
1.d at the beginning of a word
° VTPOT) (dropi) shame
* vToufapt (duvari) wall
2.nd in the middle of a word:
o TEVTE (pende) five
* TIOVTIKL (pondiki) mouse
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D.to sound like ts:

* TOAVTA (tsanda) handbag

* KATO(KL (katsiki) goat

E.t( sound like dz:

o TCAL (dzami) pane of glass
o TLAKL (dzaki) fireplace

F. pmtt sound like mt:

o [Téum (pemti) Thursday

* AKAUTITOG (akamtos) unbending




